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NEGFA BOARD MEMBERS
Scott Sterkel, Farmer’s Coop Hemingford

Blake Mackey, Scoular
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Rick Sorensen, KAAPA
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Thank you. 

… for being a member. 

… for supporting the board of directors. 

… for meeting with me on my facility visits across Nebraska. 

… for sharing insights and information to make the industry better. 

… for supporting the Association and its efforts. 

… for Celebrating 125 years!

Within this final edition of Conveyance, there are highlights from the golf tournament, updates from state agencies with 
information impacting the industry, news from our state’s leadership, and industry education. 

I’d like to thank the Board of Directors for their service and leadership during difficult times. It’s never easy to make a 
decision that results in an ending, but sometimes it is through an end we find a new beginning. With several unusual years 
behind us and with no “genie in a bottle,” it is difficult to know what is ahead. We hope that you are finding new footing and 
continued growth in making your business the best it can be.

Just know, “there are far better things ahead than anything we leave behind.” —  C.S. Lewis

The Association’s last official operating date was June 25, 2021. All monies remaining were gifted to the Institute of 
Agriculture and Natural Resource to support the University of Nebraska–Lincoln’s teaching, research, and service mission 
and to the Mid-Plains Community College Grain Engulfment Program. 

Thank You,

Kristi Block, Executive Director 
Nebraska Grain and Feed Association (NEGFA)

EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

KRISTI BLOCK, EVP
KRISTI.BLOCK@NEGFA.ORG
402-476-6174

Thank you
Nebraska Grain and Feed Association sunsets
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NEGFA GOlF TOURNAMENT

The Scoular team golfs at Ashland Golf Course.

President Scott Sterkel and VP Blake Mackey emcee the awards.

With a score of 84, Board Member Scott Sorrows picked up 
the “Most Likely to Improve Award” for his team. 

Bob Freudenberg, Ochsner 
Grain received a prize in 
addition to being recognized 
for his Distinguished Service.

CHS Grainland team is on the lookout for some lost golf 
balls…. Not sure they were ever recovered.

CONGRATS TO  
BOB FREUDENBURG 
OF OCHSNER GRAIN
NEGFA recognized Bob Freudenburg, 
the newly retired General Manager 
at Ochsner Grain in Madison, 
Nebraska. Bob served the industry 
for 51 years! He’s been an active 
member of the Nebraska Grain and 
Feed Association attending many 
events — grain merchandising, the 
annual golf tournament, Winter 
Convention, feed and safety 
seminars. Sometimes Bob brought 
his colleagues to learn and meet 
others in the industry, too. 

MORE, PAGE 23
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GOVERNOR

PETE RICKETTS, GOVERNOR
PETE.RICKETTS 

@NEBRASKA.GOV
402-471-2244

Rebuffing 30x30 takes everyone
Conservation easements in Nebraska last 
forever, so use caution when deciding land’s fate

A week after taking office, President Joe Biden 
signed Executive Order 14008 that set a goal 
“of conserving at least 30 percent of our lands 
and waters by 2030.” This goal is also known 

as 30 x 30. The order parrots the policy goals of radical 
environmental groups. For years, environmental groups 
have sought government support for policies that are 
harmful to agriculture and a productive economy. 

In Nebraska, 97% of our land is privately owned. Getting 
to 30% would require a major federal intervention that 
would trample on both the State of Nebraska’s sovereignty 
and individual property rights. Setting aside that much 
land and water for conservation would also devastate food 
production, our rural communities, and our state’s overall 
economy. 

This summer, I hosted town halls in Albion, Alliance, Broken 
Bow, Clay Center, Gordon, Norfolk, Pickrell, Wahoo, and York 
to raise awareness about the threat 30 x 30 poses to our 
way of life here in Nebraska. 

These “Stop 30 x 30” town halls have drawn big crowds of 
Nebraskans who want to push back on 30 x 30 and protect 
private property rights. Here at the state level, we’re taking 
specific actions to guard against federal encroachment. 
In June, I hosted county commissioners and ag leaders at 
the Governor’s Residence to sign an executive order aimed 
at stopping the implementation of 30 x 30. The executive 
order does several things:

• Counties Speaking Out: The order tasks the Nebraska 
Department of Agriculture to publish a list of local 
governments that have taken a position on 30 x 30. To 
date, over 50 counties in Nebraska have passed formal 
resolutions opposing the 30 x 30 plan. A list of these 
counties is available through NDA’s website at nda.
nebraska.gov/30x30. 

• Regulation Freeze: The order pauses any regulatory 

expansion to the definition of “endangered species” for 
18 months. To block land development, environmentalists 
have tried to provide unnecessary protection to species 
such as the American burying beetle. 

• Conservation Easement Oversight: With limited 
exceptions, the executive order bans the use of state 
agency discretionary resources to support projects 
involving perpetual conservation easements. It also 
requires approval for using state agency resources to fund 
conservation easements that are for a term of years.

• Notice to Federal Government: As directed by the 
executive order, NDA Director Steve Wellman has 
submitted a letter to the United States Department 
of Agriculture informing the USDA of its need to seek 
required approvals from local governments for any 
conservation easements in Nebraska related to federal 
programs.

• local Control Trainings: The executive order directs 
the Property Assessment Division of the Nebraska 
Department of Revenue to hold trainings to ensure 
counties are aware of their rights in reviewing 
conservation easements.

This last item is especially important. Government 
agencies and land trusts have long sought to convince 
landholders to enter into conservation easements. These 
are contracts that restrict development on land for 
conservation purposes. When a landowner enters into 
an easement, they are surrendering a portion of their 
private property rights to a third party, which is typically 
the federal government or a land trust. In Nebraska, 
conservation easements are perpetual unless the contract 
specifies otherwise. Once the contract is signed, future 
generations cannot go back and reconsider whether land 
should remain under restriction. 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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GOVERNOR

It’s critical for Nebraskans to understand the tax 
consequences of conservation easements because they 
are expected to play a significant role in the Biden 
Administration’s quest for 30 x 30. At my direction, NDOR’s 
Property Assessment Division analyzed properties in 
Nebraska with Wetlands Reserve Program conservation 
easements. The NDOR analysis showed that these lands, on 
average, lost 59% of their taxable property value. As some 
land loses value and pays less in property taxes, everyone 
else in the area has to pay more in taxes to repair roads, 
fix bridges, and fund schools. Furthermore, the federal 
government doesn’t pay taxes on property it holds. In 2020, 
the Department of Interior made payments averaging $2.50 
per acre in lieu of taxes — a bargain compared to what 
private landowners pay.

NDOR is hosting workshops to help local leaders 
understand the authority they have to review conservation 
easements, and, if necessary, to prevent them. County 
officials interested in attending a workshop can contact 
Ruth Sorensen at ruth.sorensen@nebraska.gov for more 
information about the seminars.

Nebraskans should be prepared for an extended fight to 
stop 30 x 30 and protect our property rights. Environmental 
activists won’t be satisfied with 30% — they already 
have their sights set on more. In 2009, an environmental 
advocacy group — Nature Needs Half — was formed to lobby 
for conserving 50% of the earth. In 2016, E.O. Wilson’s book 
“Half-Earth” called for placing 50% of the earth’s land into 
a natural reserve off limits to humans. Judging from the 
Biden-Harris Administration’s own comments, they won’t 
be content with 30% either. According to President Biden’s 
Secretary of Commerce, Gina Raimondo, “Thirty percent isn’t 
the end. Thirty percent is the beginning. It’s setting a very 
strong foundation and we hope will build the momentum 
for longer-term conservation....” 

The fight isn’t just in Washington, D.C., anymore. It’s 
right here in Nebraska, in our own backyard. If you have 
questions about what your community can do to resist the 
30 x 30 land grab, please email pete.ricketts@nebraska.gov 
or call 402-471-2244. 
The author, Pete Ricketts, is the governor of Nebraska. Contact him at pete.
ricketts@nebraska.gov or 402-471-2244. 

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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Senators Deb Fischer (R-Neb.) and Amy Klobuchar 
(D-Minn.), members of the U.S. Senate Agriculture 
committee, introduced the Precision Agriculture 
Loan Act. The bipartisan legislation, introduced Sept. 

15, would create a program within the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture to provide loan financing to farmers and 
ranchers interested in purchasing precision agriculture 
equipment. Precision agriculture is a wide range of new 
technologies in farming and ranching that can allow 
producers to reduce their environmental footprint, lower 
costs, and improve productivity.

“Farmers and ranchers take care of our land and resources, 
and precision agriculture equipment can help them expand 
on this good work. High upfront costs, however, mean 
many operations struggle to access these cutting-edge and 
climate-friendly technologies. Our bipartisan legislation will 
allow more producers to invest in the equipment they need 
to make their operations more efficient, environmentally-
friendly, and productive,” said Senator Fischer. 

“America’s economic well-being depends on the health 
of our farmlands. This legislation will support farmers by 
helping them invest in precision agriculture tools like soil 
mapping and aerial imagery technologies that reduce costs 
and help protect our environment. I’m proud to lead this 
bipartisan bill with Senator Fischer, and I will continue 
pushing for policies to strengthen rural communities 
nationwide,” said Senator Klobuchar.

The World Economic Forum estimates that if just a quarter 
of the world’s farms adopted precision agricultural practices, 
farm yields globally could increase by 15%. Greenhouse gas 
emissions and water use would decrease by 10% and 20%, 
respectively.

The PAL Act would establish the Precision Agriculture Loan 
program within USDA’s Farm Service Agency. The program 
would offer low-cost and long-term loans to agriculture 

producers who want to adopt precision agriculture 
technologies but can’t afford to through traditional 
financing.

It would be the first federal loan program dedicated entirely 
to precision agriculture. Instead of paying upwards of 5% in 
interest, producers would be eligible for interest rates lower 
than 2% through the new program with loan terms from 3 
to 12 years in length. These loans would cover any precision 
agriculture technology that improves efficiency or reduces 
inputs.

“The Association of Equipment Manufacturers applauds 
Senators Deb Fischer and Amy Klobuchar for their steadfast 
leadership on behalf of rural America and for introducing 
the Precision Agriculture Loan Program Act of 2021. This 
important legislation recognizes the critical role that 
precision agriculture technology, such as machine section 
control, auto guidance, variable rate technology, telematics, 
and precision irrigation, plays in promoting climate-smart 
agriculture. AEM’s own research shows that increased 
adoption of precision agriculture technology in the crop 
farming industry can have a significant environmental and 
economic impact for farmers in maximizing productivity, crop 
yields, fertilizer use, herbicide use, fossil fuel use, and water 
use, as well as reducing carbon emissions. The Precision 
Agriculture Loan Program Act of 2021 will give U.S. farmers 
a whole new set tools to help achieve climate goals while 
continuing to feed and fuel the world,” said Dennis Slater, 
president of the Association of Equipment Manufacturers.

“America’s farmers have been environmental stewards for 
generations, but 21st Century technologies to help farmers 
increase crop yield while reducing their impact on the 
climate can be extremely expensive. CRES thanks Senator 
Fischer for her leadership in introducing the Precision 
Agriculture Loan Act, which will help family farmers invest 

Act sets precision ag loan funds
Fischer teams with Klobuchar to open access  
to equipment, technology at 2% loan terms

TAXES

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

DEB FISCHER,  
SENIOR SENATOR FOR THE 
STATE OF NEBRASKA

FISCHER.SENATE.GOV
202-224-6551
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PRECISION AGRICUlTURE lOAN ACT
Read a one-pager summarizing the PAL Act at bit.ly/FischerPALShort

Read the full text of the PAL Act at bit.ly/FischerPALFull

Read the World Economic Forum estimates at bit.ly/WEFestimates

in technology helping Americans more easily adopt climate 
friendly practices,” said Heather Reams, Executive Director, 
Citizens for Responsible Energy Solutions.

“No one understands the importance of environmental 
stewardship better than America’s farmers. As we work as 
a nation to address environmental challenges, including 
climate change, farmers should continue to be on the 
frontlines of implementing practices that lower carbon 
emissions and increase the efficient use of our precious 
natural resources. The American Conservation Coalition 
thanks Senator Fischer for her work to increase access to 
precision agriculture technologies and for her continued 
leadership on smart climate solutions,” said Quill Robinson, 
Vice President of Government Affairs for the American 
Conservation Coalition.

“The adoption of precision technologies by farmers 
and ranchers will lead to a more sustainable future for 
our nation’s food producers both environmentally and 
economically. At the same time, the cost of adopting these 
technologies can be considerably prohibitive. Nebraska 
Farm Bureau truly appreciates Sen. Fischer introducing the 
Precision Agriculture Loan Program Act, which will provide 
needed assistance to help farm and ranch families purchase 
this vital equipment,” said Mark McHargue, President of the 
Nebraska Farm Bureau Federation.

Both Sen. Fischer and Sen. Klobuchar were co-sponsors of 
the Growing Climate Solutions Act.

Deb Fischer is Nebraska’s Senior Senator and a member of the Senate 
Agriculture Committee.

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

TAXES

LOAN GUARANTEE PLAN OPENS $100M FOR FOOD SUPPLY CHAIN

WASHINGTON, D.C. — As part of the Administration’s 
efforts to address food systems challenges arising from 
the pandemic as well as those going back decades, United 
States Department of Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack 
announced on October 4 plans for another $100 million in 
funding from the American Rescue Plan Act. 

The funding would leverage hundreds of millions more in 
lending through community and private sector lenders to 
expand meat and poultry processing capacity and finance 
other food supply chain infrastructure. 

The Department plans to publish specific details on the 
new program and how to apply as part of USDA’s Build Back 
Better Initiative, a comprehensive plan to invest $4 billion 
to strengthen the resiliency of America’s food supply chain 
while promoting competition. It adds a new commitment of 
$100 million for loan guarantees on top of the previously 
announced $500 million investment to expand meat and 
poultry processing capacity.

“USDA is shifting the balance of power back to the 
communities and small businesses of America by investing 
in ways we can build more, better and fairer markets for 
farmers and families alike,” Vilsack said.  “COVID-19 revealed 

vulnerabilities in our food system. ... This is another 
meaningful step in our efforts to act on lessons from 
COVID-19 to build a food system that is fair, competitive, 
distributed and resilient where a greater share of the food 
dollar goes to those growing, harvesting, processing and 
preparing our food.”

Through this program, USDA will use $100 million in 
funding from the American Rescue Plan Act to catalyze 
millions more in lending available for working capital, 
facilities, equipment, and other investments. 

The loan guarantees will help to:

• Start up or expand entities in our food supply chain that 
aggregate, process, manufacture, wholesale, or distribute 
food.

• Address supply chain bottlenecks.

• Increase the resiliency of the food supply chain.

USDA is preparing to issue a notice soon to announce 
eligibility requirements and the application window. USDA 
encourages lenders and other interested stakeholders to 
sign up for email updates to receive the latest information 
about the program and related events. 
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DDGs a high feed-value coproduct of reducing GHG
E15, E30, E85 available at 143 retail fuel stations in Nebraska

ETHANOl BOARD

E thanol will be a competitor in the net-zero market 
and is the only low-carbon fuel on the market that 
fights climate change throughout its entire lifecycle. 
A recent report from the USDA should alter the 

view on land use change and greenhouse gas emissions 
theorized with the ethanol process. Among the findings, 
it said most existing biofuel regulations undervalue the 
contribution of distillers grains when assessing the net GHG 
impacts of corn ethanol. 

Ethanol has reduced more GHG than any other fuel, says the 
California Air Resources Board. This information comes from 
a state that has higher standards for low-carbon fuel than 
any other and imports about half of Nebraska’s ethanol. 
California also recently partnered with several Midwest 
corn boards that will provide $1.25 million to support E85 
infrastructure expansion.

Just this year, the transportation industry moved into the 
No. 1 cause of pollution. We’ve been using ethanol for four 
decades but clearly not enough. If the U.S. transitioned from 
E10 to E15, GHGs would decrease by 17.62 million tons per 
year (roughly 3.85 million vehicles). Imagine the impact we 
could make if higher ethanol blends were widely available, 
and its use highly encouraged.

In August 2021, the University of Nebraska-Lincoln released 
a groundbreaking peer-reviewed study demonstrating that 
non-flex fuel vehicles can safely use E30 (a mix of gasoline 
and 30% ethanol) and at the same time reduce carbon 
emissions. There currently are 105 locations in Nebraska 
carrying E15 and 122 carrying E85. The total number of 
Nebraska gas stations offering higher blends is 143. 

DDGs are a Premium Protein Feed with a Solid Market

More than one-third of the corn used in ethanol production 
returns to the market as livestock grain in the form of 
dried distillers grains. Corn gluten feed is also produced at 
Nebraska’s wet milling ethanol plants. Both of these co-
products have been critical to the success and profitability 
of Nebraska ethanol plants because of the size and 
proximity of Nebraska’s cattle industry. The immediate 
availability of a market for these feed products has been a 
major factor in attracting the ethanol industry to Nebraska.

Research conducted at UNL, and supported by the 
Nebraska Corn Board, has often demonstrated the high 
value of feeding distillers grains to cattle. Researchers 
noted distillers grains have a feeding value at an optimum 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

lEARN MORE
Read the full USDA report about distillers grains as 
animal feed at bit.ly/BiofuelLandUse

The Nebraska Corn Board has available a list of Nebraska 
traders and merchandisers who handle the corn co-
products distillers grains and corn gluten. Please contact 
the merchandisers directly for pricing and specs. Link to 
the corn board’s list at bit.ly/EthanolCo-products

NEBRASKA ETHANOL BOARD
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The Nebraska Ethanol Board (NEB) is the only state governing board exclusively supporting the ethanol industry. That’s 
how important ethanol is to Nebraska. NEB serves as a resource for the governor, legislature, and congressional delegation 
statewide and nationally. NEB encourages ethanol advocates like yourself to ask legislators to support laws that build 
infrastructure and demand for higher ethanol blends and its co-products. Reach out to the Board at ethanol.nebraska.gov.

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

ETHANOl BOARD

inclusion level in the ration that is 13 percent to 50 percent 
greater than that of corn alone. Click here to view and 
download the beef and other guides.

A new report from the USDA looked at the feeding value of 
distillers grains for all animals. It found: 

• DDGs have a tremendous feed value and are replacing 
more corn and soybean meal in livestock and poultry 
rations than previously thought.

• One metric ton of DDGs can replace, on average, 1.22 
metric tons of other feed consisting of corn and soybean 
meal. That’s because DDGs essentially concentrate the 
protein and other key nutrients found in every kernel.

• Every 56-pound bushel of corn processed by a dry mill 
ethanol plant generates 2.8 gallons of ethanol plus 17.5 
pounds of animal feed, but that animal feed has a greater 
value than that number indicates. 

• USDA said the amount of feed replaced by DDGs 
represents nearly 40 percent (on a weight basis) of the 
corn used in the ethanol production process.

Feeding these co-products to cattle generates an economic 
benefit of more than $52 million to Nebraska each year. 
Thanks to feeding trials sponsored in part by the Nebraska 
Ethanol Board, DDGs and corn gluten feed have become 
widely accepted among Nebraska’s beef producers as a 
preferred ingredient in their animal rations. 
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AFIA

Goodbye, until we meet again
AFIA offers national voice in feed industry

A t the American Feed Industry Association, 
we appreciate the Nebraska Grain and Feed 
Association’s work on behalf of the feed industry 
over the past 125 years. The association has well 

represented Nebraska’s over 200 feed mills and nearly 
37,000 employees, ensuring this small but mighty feed 
industry could continue supporting the local ranching 
industry and other agricultural producers in the state. 

As your national association partner, we believe we have 
accomplished many great things together over the years. We 
promoted interstate commerce by ensuring the state’s feed 
rules and regulations were in harmony with those of other 
states, and we also called for flexible regulatory schemes 
that allow our industry to grow and modernize with the 
times. Among the accomplishments, we:

• Ensured regulations developed for medicated feed, 
the Veterinary Feed Directive, and the Food Safety 
Modernization Act were science-based, implementable and 
least burdensome on the industry. 

• Supported ingredient review systems that are resourced, 
efficient and effective to bring new technologies to market. 

• Supported certification programs to guide the industry in 
safety and quality programs.

As we work together to emerge from the coronavirus 
pandemic, it is critical that our nation’s leaders create a 
positive business climate that will support the continued 
success of Nebraska’s feed industry, which contributes 
roughly $12 billion to the state economy and nearly $810 
million in local, state and federal taxes. It is also critical 
that the Biden administration views our industry as a 
solution-provider to the nation’s climate challenges and not 
something that is broken, requiring drastic transformation. 

Policymakers also need to hear from the industry on how 
changing feed or workplace safety regulations at the 
national level impact their businesses’ ability to bring 
sustainable, more efficient technologies to market in the 
future.

At the AFIA, we make four promises to our members: 

• Voice: Their voice is important as part of the total animal 
food industry association. 

• Representation: We will provide expert legislative and 
regulatory leadership and representation on key industry 
priorities. 

• Expertise: We will offer confidential, individualized staff 
expertise on demand.

• Engagement: We will provide engagement opportunities 
for specialized training, professional education and 
networking.

We also continue to advance understanding and trust in a 
sustainable animal feed and pet food supply chain through 
timely research and education conducted through the 
Institute for Feed Education and Research. Your support 
of IFEEDER is critical to ensuring we can form diverse 
collaborations to get ahead of big challenges. 

Although NEGFA may be riding off into the sunset, we know 
that where animals need to be fed, your work is not done. 
We look forward to seeing you — virtually or in person — in 
the future. The AFIA is your resource and please feel free to 
reach out any time! 

The author, Leah Wilkinson, is vice president of public policy and education 
for the American Feed Industry Association. With questions about federal 
legislative issues or assistance connecting with your elected official, contact her 
at lwilkinson@afia.org.

LEAH WILKINSON, VP FOR 
PUBLIC POLICY AND 
EDUCATION

LWILKINSON@AFIA.ORG
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As the Nebraska Grain and Feed Association wraps 
up its tenure, the Commercial Feed Program at the 
Nebraska Department of Agriculture thanks NEGFA 
for allowing us to be included in their biannual 

publication of Conveyance. 

For our last submission, we’d like to give an overview of the 
main components of the Food Safety Modernization Act, 
otherwise known as “PC Rule” for the main gist of the act, 
preventive controls, or 21 CFR Part 507.

Current Good Manufacturing Practices are the practices 
that ensure safe feed manufacturing. Most firms probably 
have these in place already, though they may not be 
written down. A firm should be able to explain their CGMP 
program and indicate which potential hazards each CGMP 
helps to mitigate. Any employee handling animal feed or 
ingredients will need CGMP training. Records should be kept 
documenting the employee’s initial training and refresher 
training at regular intervals. Records need to be kept for two 
years.

Every firm needs a Food Safety Plan and needs to identify 
a Preventive Controls Qualified Individual. The PCQI does 
not need to work at the firm full time but should be familiar 
with the facility and available for consultation and reviews. 
It may be helpful to have one person on site trained to 
understand the role of the PCQI and the various aspects of 
FSMA. 

Every firm manufacturing or handling bulk feed or feed 
ingredients must complete a hazard analysis as part of 
the Food Safety Plan. This involves rating each known or 

foreseeable hazard in the facility based on two criteria: 
likelihood and severity. CGMPs may be sufficient to mitigate 
hazards in most livestock feed, though if there is a history of 
problems with a hazard, a Preventive Control may need to 
be considered. Firms using products that can be adulterated 
by pathogens, have high concentrations of medication, or 
may have cross contamination between species may also 
consider using PCs. 
PCs are the most complex portion of FSMA. The PC Rule (21 
CFR 507.34) specifies process controls, sanitation controls, 
supply-chain controls, a recall plan, and other preventive 
controls. It’s important to note that these are only needed 
as appropriate to the facility and animal food being 
produced. It’s also likely these are already being done at 
the facility, such as training and consideration of hazards 
and how to control them. FSMA, at its most basic level, is 
formalizing the process by requiring documentation. 
We’d like to direct stakeholders to the Nebraska 
Department of Agriculture’s Commercial Feed website 
where, in the coming months, we will have a web-based 
tool to assist firms in determining what parts of 21 CFR 507 
they need to comply with, if they need a hazard analysis, 
and what hazard considerations they should be aware of. 
NDA’s website also contains examples of Food Safety Plans 
from the Food Safety and Preventive Controls Alliance, 
along with links to guidance documents for CGMPs and PCs.

The author, Charles Hubenka, is a commercial feed program specialist and 
AFRPS coordinator with the Nebraska Department of Agriculture Animal and 
Plant Health Protection Commercial Feed Program. Contact him at 402-471-
6846 or charles.hubenka@nebraska.gov.

COMMERCIAl FEED

Preventive Controls are most complex part of FSMA
Commercial Feed website adds new compliance determination tool

Learn more about the Nebraska Department of Agriculture’s compliance determination tool and 
other information and guidance at nda.nebraska.gov/animal/feed
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Big changes on the horizon for commercial drivers
Restricted CDl goes to 5-year renewal; driver training starts in February

Nebraska drivers who hold restricted commercial 
driver’s licenses for farm or ranch-related activities 
will see a welcome change to the process of 
revalidating their seasonal period beginning in 2022. 

The change to the restricted CDL is part of Nebraska law 
changes that take effect January 1, 2022.

The separate Seasonal Permit document will no longer 
be issued; instead, the seasonal period of validity will 
be placed on the back of the restricted CDL. Additionally, 
instead of making yearly visits to a DMV office to apply 
for the seasonal period, Nebraska DMV personnel will 
annually revalidate the restricted CDL to confirm the driver 
continues to meet the requirements. If a driver is happy 
with their seasonal period, they will only have to take 
action on their driving document once every five years 
instead of annually. 

Restricted CDL holders currently must appear each year at 
a Nebraska Department of Motor Vehicles office to apply 
for a Seasonal Permit. Currently, the Seasonal Permit is 
a document separate from the RCDL and is valid for 180 
consecutive days each year. 

This change will reduce the number of trips a driver has to 
make to a DMV office and will keep the seasonal period of 
validity consistent. 

This law change also should help stabilize the seasonal 
period of validity. With the current Seasonal Permit, if a 
driver cannot make it to a DMV office in time each year, 

their season period slides several days or weeks into the 
future. This change should help drivers keep their preferred 
seasonal period intact. If a driver wants to change the 
seasonal period of validity, only then will they be required 
to visit a DMV location. 

Information about the restricted CDL and seasonal period 
of validity will be available after January 1, 2022, on the 
Nebraska DMV website, www.dmv.nebraska.gov.

Another major change for commercial drivers in 2022 is 
a new federal regulation requiring drivers seeking their 
first CDL to complete formal Entry Level Driver Training. 
Beginning February 7, 2022, any driver applying for a 
Class A or B CDL for the first time, upgrading an existing 
Class B CDL to a Class A CDL, or adding a hazardous 
material (H), passenger (P), or school bus (S) endorsement 
to their CDL for the first time must have proof they have 
completed ELDT prior to taking their skills test or taking 
the knowledge test for the H endorsement. This new federal 
requirement does not affect current CDL holders. Drivers 
who don’t currently hold a CDL and want to test for a new 
CDL can be grandfathered from the ELDT requirements if 
they can present proof of the previous CDL (same class and 
endorsements). 

For more information on the new federal ELDT regulations, 
please visit tpr.fmcsa.dot.gov.

The author, Rhonda K. Lahm, is director of the Nebraska Department of Motor 
Vehicles. Contact her at 402-471-3900 or rhonda.lahm@nebraska.gov

GET UPDATES
Enter your email address at tpr.fmcsa.dot.gov to receive updates from FMCSA 
on any or all topics: Entry-level driver requirements; requirements for training 
providers; registering as a training provider; training requirements and 
curricula; SDLA requirements; and website enhancements and new resources

DRIVER lICENSING
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SAFETY

Wet weather conditions increase the risk of 
engulfment for workers inside grain bins. 
Moisture content causes grain to bridge or clump 
together. Workers who step onto the bridge 

to loosen grain from side walls can be buried if the bridge 
collapses or causes an avalanche under the worker’s weight. 

Take the following steps to prevent engulfments: 

• Never walk on the grain to make it flow. 

• Use a rod or vibration system to break up clumped grain 
from a safe location outside of the bin. 

• Train workers, and provide them with body harnesses that 
have an attached lifeline and other rescue equipment. 

• Disconnect, lockout, and tagout machinery, and block-
off all powered equipment, especially grainmoving 
equipment (like augers). 

• Before entering a bin, test the air inside to ensure there is 
enough oxygen and no toxic and/or flammable gas. 

• Have a rescue-trained observer stationed outside who is 
in constant contact with worker. 

OSHA’s Grain Handling webpage provides information 
on how to recognize and prevent grain bin hazards. In 
addition, there is the Stand Up for Grain Safety webpage at 
standup4grainsafety.org that provides lots of valuable videos, 

toolbox talks, checklists and other resources on protecting 
employees. If you’d like to participate in the next grain safety 
week, it is currently scheduled for April 4-8, 2022.

Another way to stay updated and receive general 
information about how to comply with OSHA standards is by 
contacting your local Compliance Assistance Specialist. The 
CAS provides general information on how to comply with 
OSHA standards and participates in outreach activities such 
as meetings, events, and symposiums. 

To get more information and to find your local CAS visit the 
Compliance Assistance Specialists webpage at www.osha.
gov/complianceassistance/cas. 

Lastly, Nebraska’s On-Site Consultation Program offers 
no-cost and confidential occupational safety and health 
compliance assistance to small and medium sized 
businesses. 

Consultation services are separate from enforcement and do 
not result in penalties or citations. The OSHA Training Institute 
Education Centers offer courses for workers, employers, and 
managers on hazard recognition and abatement at convenient 
locations nationwide. Learn more at dol.nebraska.gov/Safety/
OnsiteConsultationProgram/Overview.

The author, Dan Dwyer, is the OSHA Compliance Assistance Specialist based in 
Omaha. Contact him at Dwyer.Daniel@dol.gov or 402-553-0171.

Good practices prevent wet grain engulfment
Use of harnesses, tagout, air tests, more can ensure safe bin entry

OSHA ENHANCES, EXPANDS MEASURES ON HEAT IllNESS
OSHA recently announced new efforts to address heat-related illnesses. The work includes implementing an enforcement 
initiative that develops a National Emphasis Program on heat inspections and launching a rulemaking process to 
develop a workplace heat standard. Of note, the newly established initiative prioritizes heat-related interventions and 
inspections of work activities on days when the heat index exceeds 80 degrees.

Get more information, including information about a Heat Injury and Illness Prevention Work Group in formation, at www.
osha.gov/laws-regs/standardinterpretations/2021-09-01.
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SOYBEAN BOARD

Marketing board is consortium among four states
Soybean quality research, evaluation based on essential amino acids 
focus of group promoting new way of marketing soy on feed value

United States soybean farmers have redefined the 
measure of feed ingredient quality and value based 
on the content of essential amino acids (EAAs). 
Northern Soy Marketing LLC is the grower-leader 

board formed by the Minnesota Soybean Research and 
Promotion Council, the North Dakota Soybean Council, and 
the South Dakota Research and Promotion Council. This 
board invests grower checkoff funds to conduct research 
on soybean quality and Critical Amino Acid Value levels in 
northern-grown soybeans and funds outreach to buyers 
around the world. The outreach sessions are conducted in 
countries and regions where U.S. soybeans and soybean 
meal are purchased. 

The purpose of NSM is to encourage the soybean 
marketplace, particularly international buyers, to recognize 
EAA concentration, rather than crude protein, as the most 
complete and best indicator of soybean quality and feeding 
value. Purchasing and feeding protein sources based on 

EAAs is more efficient, cost-effective, and potentially less 
polluting than buying based on crude protein alone. That’s 
because crude protein is only an approximate estimate 
of protein and does not provide information about EAA 
content or balance.

The Nebraska Soybean Board has joined this organization 
and their efforts on marketing U.S. soybeans and soybean 
meal to our customers worldwide. NSB will have a board 
seat on the organization and help continue the work that 
the founding states have collectively done for nearly a 
decade. The ability to educate our end user and redefine 
soybean quality, while differentiating the value of soybeans 
and soybean meal to customers, is exciting. 

Creating that preference for U.S. soybeans, and specifically from 
the Midwest and Nebraska, is something the NSB continues to 
look into when investing checkoff dollars into programs. 

Learn more at soyquality.com and nebraskasoybeans.org.
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LEARN MORE TODAY AT WWW.LUTZ.US

BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
TAILORED TO YOU

NSB HAS NEW MEMBERS
The Nebraska Soybean Board conducted an election in July 
in Districts 1, 3, and 6. Nebraska soybean farmers in those 
districts voted with the following results:

District 1 (Antelope, Boyd, Cedar, Holt, Knox, Madison and 
Pierce) voters re-elected Anne Meis of Elgin over opponent 
Brandon Rosberg of Bloomfield. This is Meis’ third term. 

District 3 (Butler, Colfax, Dodge, Douglas, Sarpy, Saunders 
and Washington) elected Ruth Ready of Scribner over 
opponent Rebecca Kreikemeier of Bellwood. Ready has not 
previously served. 

In District 6 (counties of Filmore, Gage, Jefferson, Saline, 
Seward and Thayer), Larry Tonniges of Utica ran unopposed. 
He previously served a term from 2015 to 2018. 

The nine-member board collects and disburses the 
Nebraska share of funds generated by the one-half of one 
percent times the net sales price per bushel of soybeans 
sold. Nebraska soybean checkoff funds are invested 
in research, education, domestic and foreign markets, 
including new uses for soybeans and soybean products.

The elected board members will serve a three-year term 
beginning October 1, 2021 and ending September 30, 2024. 
Scott Ritzman is executive director of the NSB.
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Hazmat waste incinerators overwhelmed
Backlog blamed on transportation, labor shortages during COVID-19 
as well as winter storms and general maintenance shutdowns

In early June 2021, EPA became aware that some 
commercial hazardous waste incinerators were 
informing their customers that they would no longer 
accept containerized hazardous waste designated for 

incineration, due to a backlog at their facilities.

This presents a problem for hazardous waste generators 
because they are only allowed to accumulate hazardous 
waste on-site for a maximum of 90 days for large quantity 
generators (LQGs) or 180 days (or 270 days if the waste 
must be transported a distance of 200 miles or more) for 
small quantity generators (SQGs).

Because many commercial incinerators are currently not 
accepting containerized hazardous waste that must be 
incinerated to meet the land disposal restriction treatment 
standards, some hazardous waste generators are finding 
it difficult to locate any permitted Treatment, Storage, and 
Disposal Facilities to which they may send their hazardous 
waste within the regulatory time frames.

Extensions to volume limits and accumulation time limits 
for LQGs, SQGs, and some TSDFs may be available under the 
criteria in §§ 262.17(b) and 262.16(d). The conditions in the 
permit will dictate what types of hazardous waste can be 
stored on site and for how long. 

Upon learning of the incinerator backlog, EPA took action 
to understand the scope and duration of the problem, 
determine the root causes, and investigate any potential 
regulatory solutions. As of late July, EPA heard from more 
than 20 states that they received requests from hazardous 
waste generators for extensions to the accumulation time 
limit, and some states have begun receiving requests for 
second extensions.

In our discussions with representatives from the 
commercial incinerator industry, they cited a number 
of contributing factors for the backlog including labor 
shortages affecting both transportation and the incinerators 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic; winter storms that caused 
shutdowns in the southern United States; shutdowns 
for both scheduled and unscheduled maintenance; and 
increased manufacturing (and resulting increase in waste 
generation) as the economy recovers from the pandemic. 
They also indicated that this backlog at incinerators may 
not fully resolve until the end of the first quarter of 2022.

The extensions may be granted to address “unforeseen, 
temporary, and uncontrollable circumstances” at the 
discretion of the authorized implementing agency on a 
case-by-case basis. Individual extension requests may be 
granted for a 30-day period. Authorized implementing 
agencies are in the best position to determine on a case-by-
case basis whether consecutive extensions are appropriate, 
and in some states, this is an established practice. Although 
federal regulations do not limit the number of extensions, 
each extension request must meet the criteria in the 
regulations.

When extensions are granted, EPA expects generators to 
work with their implementing agency to assess whether 
additional protective practices are necessary during this 
temporary situation due to the longer accumulation time 
and potential increase in the volume of hazardous waste 
stored on site. 

EPA expects the incinerator backlog to be limited in both 
duration and in scope. With the information presently 
available, we do not expect that implementing agencies 
will need to issue any 30-day generator accumulation 
extensions beyond March 2022 for this specific temporary 
set of circumstances. 

If you have any questions on the applicability of the 
hazardous waste generator regulations and permitting 
requirements for these backlogged containerized wastes, 
contact Mary Beth Sheridan at sheridan.marybeth@epa.gov 
or Jeff Gaines at gaines.jeff@epa.gov.

HAZARDOUS WASTE DISPOSAl
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Protection zone sought against African swine fever
USDA’s dossier is first of its kind for such a zone in the United States

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service submitted a dossier 
to the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) 
detailing the actions taken to finalize a new African 

Swine Fever protection zone in Puerto Rico and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands. The United States has long kept ASF out 
of the country, and this action, coupled with our existing, 
comprehensive import restrictions and safeguards will 
further strengthen our ability to protect the U.S. swine 
herd given recent findings of the disease in the Dominican 
Republic and Haiti. 

This is the first foreign animal disease protection zone 
established by the United States. In order to declare a 
protection zone, the OIE requires the declaring country to 
address the measures being implemented to prevent the 
introduction or spread of disease within the zone, including 
the implementation of biosecurity and sanitary measures 
within the zone, as well as intensified movement control 
and surveillance. 

In its submission to the OIE, APHIS outlined existing 
measures in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands, including: 

• Training and awareness programs for producers, 
veterinarians, and the public. 

• Active surveillance for ASF in the United States and its 
territories. 

• Enhanced surveillance in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands. 

• Laboratory capacity in the United States and its territories.

• Examination of potential pathways of introduction of ASF 
into the United States.

Additionally, the dossier included information about the 
recent Federal Order suspending the interstate movement 
of all live swine, swine germplasm, swine products, 
and swine byproducts from Puerto Rico and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands to the mainland United States until APHIS 
can establish sufficient mitigations to authorize such 
movement. 

ASF has not been detected in Puerto Rico or the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, and the USDA is committed to preventing 
its introduction into the United States and its territories. 
APHIS is taking this action out of an abundance of caution 
to further safeguard the U.S. swine herd and protect the 
interests and livelihoods of U.S. pork producers. 

The OIE permits the establishment of a protection zone 
within an area free of disease, as a temporary measure in 
response to an increased risk from a neighboring country or 
zone of different animal health status.

Now that the dossier has been submitted to the OIE to 
establish the protection zone, APHIS will work to confirm 
that individual countries recognize and accept the zone. 
APHIS is confident that its many existing preventive 
measures and mitigations, along with the protection zone, 
will protect our livestock industry from ASF and ensure the 
continued export of pork.

ANIMAl HEAlTH PROTECTION
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CALL 402.464.7954 TODAY FOR A FREE 
ELECTRO-MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT AUDIT.

WHEN YOU HAVE ELECTRO-MECHANICAL 
ISSUES, NORTHWEST ELECTRIC IS READY

•  New Explosion Proof Electric Motors

•  New Fluid Pumps & Repair

•  New VFDs, Installation, & Commissioning

•  VFD Repair & Preventative Maintenance  

•  Remote Condition Monitoring Equipment

•  24/7 Emergency Service

•  UL Listed Motor Repair

•  New Gearboxes & Repair

•  Blower & Fan Repair

There is never a good time to deal with electro-mechanical equipment failures or equipment that isn’t 

performing up to expectations. Northwest Electric has the inventory, customer service, and expertise 

to return your operations to their peak performance while minimizing your production downtime.

WWW.NWELECTRIC.COM

Railroad Services 
•  Inspection 
•  Maintenance 
•  Repairs 
•  New Construction 
•  Engineering 
•  Material sales 
•  Switching Services 
 

For more information contact: 
Lisa Roberts, Director Strategic Accounts & Sourcing 

lisa@omahatrack.com / (402) 677-7913 
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The Nebraska Public Service Commission is seeking 
an experienced, self-motivated, and focused 
professional to lead our Grain Warehouses 
and Dealers Department. The Commission has 

jurisdiction over the licensing and enforcement of the Grain 
Warehouse Act, the Grain Dealer Act, the Grain Moisture 
Meter and Mechanical Probe Inspection Program, as well as 
conducting soybean audits for the Nebraska Soybean Board. 

The person filling the role of the Grain Warehouses and 
Dealers Department director is expected to accomplish the 
following tasks: 

• Direct the regulation of Grain Warehouses and Dealers 
pursuant to the Grain and Warehouse Act. 

• Oversee the processing of applications filed under the 
Grain and Warehouse Act. 

• Plan, direct and assist in investigations related to grain 
warehouses and dealers, setting yearly grain warehouse 
storage rates, quality of service, oversight of the moisture 
meter testing program, federal activities, and complaints. 

• Coordinate and participate in the development of staff 
recommendations in proceedings before the Commission. 
Collaborate with Commissioners and Executive Director to 
carry out the statutory responsibilities of the Commission. 

• Maintain technical knowledge and identify trends, 
problems, and issues relating to the grain warehouses 
and dealer industry. Work with the Commissioners and 
executive director to develop and implement appropriate 
policies, programs, and procedures related to the 
regulation of grain warehouses and dealers in Nebraska. 

• Work independently and in collaboration with Commission 
staff and the Commissioners to meet the policy and 
legislative objectives of the Commission. 

• Serve the public by being a knowledgeable and trusted 
source of information and providing accurate and timely 
responses to inquiries and complaints. 

• Supervise and effectively manage staff. Responsibilities 
include, but are not limited to: staff hiring, training, 
performance evaluations, travel management, set staff 
schedules, and review expenses for processing. 

• Manage the Grain Warehouses and Dealers department 
budget. 

• Assist in the formulation and review of rules and 
regulations associated with the regulation of Grain 
Warehouses and Dealers, and direct, review, and audit to 
assure compliance with established operating rules and 
regulations and Commission or Court orders. 

• Professionally direct, arrange, and participate in conferences 
with grain warehouse and dealer representatives; 
government officials from Nebraska, other states and the 
federal government; members of the general public; and 
other interested parties to resolve matters relating to rates, 
service, and other matters for which the Grain Warehouse 
and Dealers department has responsibility. 

• Represent the Commission on State and national 
committees, deliver presentations, prepare papers and 
reports concerning Commission challenges and activities. 

• Report to Executive Director and Commissioners. 

• Perform other duties as instructed by the Commission or 
the Executive Director. 

PUBlIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Stay tuned with the latest developments of 
the Nebraska Public Service Grain Division by 
following their Facebook page at  
www.facebook.com/NEPSC.

PSC seeks new Grain Warehouses and Dealers head
An interest in the industry plus the ability to read, assimilate,  
formulate new guidelines among position’s responsibilities



Helping Build a Legacy for Over 30 Years
at Farmers Cooperative

Dorchester, Nebraska

www.ConcreteStorageSystems.com

116 N. Augustus 
McPherson, KS 67460800.999.8151

Grain Storage Bins
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Russel Largent of Northwest Electric wins the Hole #2 pin prize 
and takes away the most creative pose of the day. Can you tell 
we had a good time?

GONE GOlFIN’

Pin prizes at Ashland
Hole #1 — Longest Putt Made — Tyler Pedersen

Hole #2 — Closest to the Pin (first shot) — Russ Largent

Hole #3 — Hole in One Contest — No winner

Hole #4 — Longest Drive in the Fairway — Matt McClure

Hole #6 — Longest Putt Made — Matt Podany

Hole #8 — Longest Putt Made — Brad Bankson

Hole #9 — Closest to the Pin (first shot) — Kenny Prinz

Hole #10 — Longest Drive in the Fairway — Troy, PMI

Hole #11 — Closest to the Pin (first shot) — Dan Lienemann

Hole #13 — Closest to the Pin (first shot) — Riley Beller

Hole #14 — Longest Drive in the Fairway — T-Roy MacDonald

Hole #15 — Closest to the Pin (first shot) — Chad Freudenburg

Hole #16 — Longest Putt Made — Tyler Pedersen

Hole #17 — Longest Drive in the Fairway — Skyler Wissing

Distinguished Service Award recipients
The purpose of the Nebraska Grain and Feed Association 
Distinguished Service Award is to recognize individuals who 
have made significant contributions to the Nebraska grain 
and feed industry.

A candidate must exemplify qualities and character traits 
that support a positive image of the Nebraska Grain and 
Feed Association.

Candidates must have made contributions to the field of 
agriculture that positively affected the grain and/or feed 
industry in the state of Nebraska.

Recipients of the award are: 

Bob Freudenburg, Ochsner Grain, 2021

Howard W. Elm, Past Executive Director of Nebraska Grain 
and Feed Association, 2004

Kieth Frye, Citizens Grain Co., 2004

Bob Patterson, Keene Coop Grain and Supply, Axtell, 2004

Duane Tinsley, Tinsley Grain Inc., Neligh, 2004

Ray Brandt, Hastings, 2001

Leonard Prinz, West Point, 2000

Richard Meuret, Brunswick, 1999

Rod Ely, Guide Rock, 1998

Marshall Heck, Omaha, 1997

Herb Meissner, Sutherland, 1996



Nebraska Grain and Feed Association 
5100 N. 27th St., Ste A-2 • Box 248

Lincoln, Nebraska 68251

info@negfa.org • www.negfa.org
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